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PAGE 01 STATE 015714 
ORIGIN NODS-OO 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /001 R 
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D MR . LAMB 
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FM SECSTATE WASHDC 

TO AMEMBASSY TOKYO NIACT IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 015714 


Message Text 


NODIS 

HOLD FOR AMBASSADOR FOR OPENING OF BUSINESS 


E.O. 11652:XGDS-3 


TAGS:TSPA:JA 


SUBJECT:REENTRY OF SOVIET SATELLITE, COSMOS 954 
REFS: (A0 STATE 13681: (B) TOKYO 935 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS RAISED BY GOJ IN PARA 4 REF B 
THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IS PROVIDED FOR YOU 
TO CONVEY TO THE GOJ: 


A. BEST CURRENT ESTIMATE OF SATELLITE REENTRY INTO THE 
DENSER ATMOSPHERE IS BETWEEN 0001 AND 0900 GMT, JANUARY 24, 
SECRET 


SECRET 


PAGE 02 STATE 015714 


1978. 


B. BASED ON GENERAL ESTIMATES THE DEBRIS COULD CONTAIN 
FISSION PRODUCTS IN QUANTITIES UP TO ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND 
CURIES. THE RADIATION WOULD BE MOSTLY GAMMA AND WOULD 
CAUSE HEALTH RISKS UP TO SEVERAL HUNDRED FEET FROM THE 
POINT OF IMPACT. AS TO PHYSICAL DAMAGE IT IS IMPREDICTABLE 
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AND HIGHLY DEPENDENT UPON DISASSEMBLY OF THE POWER SOURCE 
IN THE UPPER ATMOSPHERE. 

C. MULTIPLE IMPACT IS POSSIBLE. FRAGMENTS COULD BE 
SPREAD OVER A WIDE AREA. 

D. COSMOS 954 WAS LAUNCHED BY THE SOVIET UNION ON SEPTEM- 
BER 18, 1977. 

E. THE USSR HAS NOT BEEN INFORMED. 

F. THE INTENT OF THE SOVIET UNION WITH REGARD TO A 
PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT EITHER BEFORE OR AFTER REENTRY HAS 
NOT BEEN MADE KNOWN TO THE US. 

G. THE US WILL KEEP THE GOJ INFORMED OF ANY NEW DEVELOP- 
MENTS AT THE EARLIEST TIME. CHRISTOPHER 


SECRET 


NNN 

SECRET 

PAGE 01 STATE 015714 
ORIGIN NODS-OO 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO /001 R 

66011 

DRAFTED BY:S/S-0:SVALERGA 
APPROVED BY :S/S-Q:SV AT ERG A 

076147 200835Z/11 

O 200830Z JAN 78 ZFF4 
FM SECSTATE WASHDC 
TO WHITE HOUSE IMMEDIATE 

SECRET STATE 015714 

NODIS 

FOR Z BRZEZINSKI ONLY 

FOLLOWING REPEAT STATE 015714 SENT ACTION TOKYO JAN 20. 
QUOTE SECRET STATE 015714 

NODIS 

HOLD FOR AMBASSADOR FOR OPENING OF BUSINESS 

E.O. 11652:XGDS-3 

TAGS:TSPA:JA 
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SUBJECT:REENTRY OF SOVIET SATELLITE, COSMOS 954 
REFS: (AO STATE 13681: (B) TOKYO 935 

1 . IN RESPONSE TO QUESTIONS RAISED BY GOJ IN PARA 4 REF B 
THE FOLLOWING ADDITIONAL INFORMATION IS PROVIDED FOR YOU 
TO CONVEY TO THE GOJ: 

A. BEST CURRENT ESTIMATE OF SATELLITE REENTRY INTO THE 
DENSER ATMOSPHERE IS BETWEEN 0001 AND 0900 GMT, JANUARY 24, 

SECRET 

SECRET 

PAGE 02 STATE 015714 

1978. 

B. BASED ON GENERAL ESTIMATES THE DEBRIS COULD CONTAIN 
FISSION PRODUCTS IN QUANTITIES UP TO ONE HUNDRED THOUSAND 
CURIES. THE RADIATION WOULD BE MOSTLY GAMMA AND WOULD 
CAUSE HEALTH RISKS UP TO SEVERAL HUNDRED FEET FROM THE 
POINT OF IMPACT. AS TO PHYSICAL DAMAGE IT IS IMPREDICTABLE 
AND HIGHLY DEPENDENT UPON DISASSEMBLY OF THE POWER SOURCE 
IN THE UPPER ATMOSPHERE. 

C. MULTIPLE IMPACT IS POSSIBLE. FRAGMENTS COULD BE 
SPREAD OVER A WIDE AREA. 

D. COSMOS 954 WAS LAUNCHED BY THE SOVIET UNION ON SEPTEM- 
BER 18, 1977. 

E. THE USSR HAS NOT BEEN INFORMED. 

F. THE INTENT OF THE SOVIET UNION WITH REGARD TO A 
PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT EITHER BEFORE OR AFTER REENTRY HAS 
NOT BEEN MADE KNOWN TO THE US. 

G. THE US WILL KEEP THE GOJ INFORMED OF ANY NEW DEVELOP- 
MENTS AT THE EARLIEST TIME. CHRISTOPHER UNQUOTE CHRISTOPHER 


SECRET 


NNN 
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Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 
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Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: SATELLITES, CAT-B, COSMOS 954 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 
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Decaption Date: 01 jan 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
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Disposition History: n/a 
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Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
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Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
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Retention: 0 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 23 aug 2005 
Review Event: 
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Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
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Secure: OPEN 
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